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JRYC The 18th CONFERENCE

University of Rwanda, School of Information Communication Technology

Byiringiro Consolatrice

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

JAPAN-RWANDA YOUTH COOPERATION is a student students-led organization, which aims at
enhancing mutual understanding between Rwandan and Japanese culture and ways of living. JRYC
organize a conference every year that is held in either of the countries respective of the year. In one year,
it is held in Rwanda and the next in japan. This year, the 18thConference held place in Rwanda. It was
a fantastic experience, we visited different Rwandan touristic sites, we learned more on various
economic development Project mostly sponsored by Japanese companies and NGO. As JRYC team, we
also shared about the history of our country especially the quick development that was resulted from

Unity and Reconciliation among Rwandan after the Genocide against Tutsi in 1994.

2. K-LAB AND FAB-LAB

On the second conference day that I led, we visited K-Lab and Fab-Lab. Fab-Lab stands for Fabrication
Lab is a space for members to turn innovative ideas into products specifically in the hardware and
electronics domain. When we visited the Lab, We had enough briefing about how they operate and how
they get income. Danny BIZIMANA, the Director Manager explained that Fab-Lab Rwanda was
established in May 12th, 2016, by ICT Chamber in partnership with Rwanda Development Board
(RDB), Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), Ministry of Education, SolidWorks
Corporation MIT-CBA, and Gasabo3D. They all followed through taking lessons learnt from efforts of
supporting Software Innovators (at KLAB) to execute on his Excellency’s recommendation to put in
place a Fabrication Laboratory (FABLAB) to support Hardware Innovators in Rwanda. We had a tour
in the Lab and were shown machines, used in the fabrication of different hardware. These machines
include Fabrication of boards made in wooden, Arduino, plastic materials and other more. “We use this
lab for the Community gain not for making profit’, the manager said. We bring together student with
innovative ideas, acquire them with resources, network and skills. These helps them transiting from
ideation into prototyping. When their prototypes are tested and appreciated by the community, we assist

them in developing their business models that can compete on both the local and international market
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for their products. Danny Concluded saying that they see being so productive, since we help youth of

this generation to find their own solutions and to become Job creators.

By next, we explored K-Lab (knowledge Lab), this is an open technology hub in Kigali where students,
fresh graduates, entrepreneurs and innovators come to work on their ideas/projects to turn them into
viable business models. In K-lab, we met different young innovators, who were operating their projects
and who joined K-Lab when they were at the ideation level. By Concluding, the information, knowledge
and experience we gained on this conference day, motivated us and made us think beyond the box on

how to use our capability and start being Job creators.

3. Main Conference

In this internal Conference, we had enough time to share more about our cultures, myth and lifestyles.
We had more from Japanese culture, geography and Rwanda people shared their geography and Country
history.

4. Dinner with Japanese Ambassador in Rwanda

We ended the day with dinner with the Japanese Ambassador; He said he was glad to welcoming
Japanese team on the land of Rwanda, that this shows the unity and relationship between Rwandan and
Japanese. He also encouraged our initiative of Japan Rwanda Youth Cooperation. “This is a good time
to share various differences and learn from them.” The ambassador mentioned. He also shared with us
a lot of achievement of Japanese organization and companies that were raised since he reached in

Rwanda. We had a nice time together also tried of local Japanese food.
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