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16" conference reflection T

Lucky BARAHEBUZA

My name is Lucky BARAHEBUZA; I am a fourth year student in University of Rwanda College of
Science and technology, school of sciences, department of biology, option of botany and
conservation.

It was exciting to attend during the 16™ conference started from 5 August to 15" August; I learned
many things on my own even thought I could not attend the whole conference as I was busy doing
my internship thereby, few days I attended were very productive and I really appreciated.

For the first day, we welcomed our Japanese colleagues from the airport (Kigali international
airport) and I was excited to meet them, with JRYC Rwanda side warm welcome, everybody was
happy and that day made me think about how wonderful the conference is going to be. I was
surprised how Japanese thought about Rwanda and how they were surprised about the progress
Rwanda made after 1994 genocide against the Tutsi.

The following day, we visited Gisozi genocide memorial in the morning and everybody was curious
to know about the shocking story of Rwanda, I was surprised how they knew about Tutsi genocide
in Rwanda but only from internet and other sources but that time they were on the field where they
were going to get the package of knowledge about that; I was giving additional information to
Japanese as sometime it is difficult to get the meaning directly when it’s not your mother language
and as they were eager to learn I could not stop answering questions and I liked that so much
because Japanese wanted to know about my country’s story.

After Gisozi genocide memorial visit, we made presentations about different topics in the afternoon
where we learned about Car free day and car free zone and its importance to Rwandans, we learned
also about Japanese lifestyle, as well as umuganura day in Rwanda and It was very productive to us

as we discovered about each other’s culture and exchanged about our lifestyle.
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Leandre

presentation by

Tamazi (Japanese preparing the

member) Daniel (Rwandan

member)

During the second day, we went outside of Kigali and we went to visit King’s palace at Nyanza in
southern province of Rwanda and we experienced the outside of the capital city, everybody was
happy about the country and how it is safe everywhere, and we learned about traditional Rwanda,

traditional buildings and the role played by different kings during expansion of Rwanda;

Posing for selfie

Taking picture

. Girls 1 ing how t
with the palace irls learning how to

use traditional mill

afterward, we pursued out visit to PIASS (Protestant institute of Arts and
Social Sciences) in Huye district where we got inspired by professor Kazuyuki sasaki on Peace
building and conflict management as it is part of his work in Rwanda;

Now, I have two days remaining before I leave the conference, but the most important day was the
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last one as I only attended during presentations for the first day, we learned a lot where we had
stunning presentations about different topics including mine (tourism in Rwanda), free hug project
and many more but I could never forget about birthday surprise to Yumeko Manabe and this

strengthened the bond between both sides indeed.

Celebrating yumeko’s BD

For my last day in the conference, we visited drone delivering blood in Muhanga district where we
learned about how Rwanda is using technology in health sector to save human life and after this we
visited campaign against genocide museum where we learned many things about RPF battle that
stopped genocide and saved many people and the strategies used during this project as well as the
main objective of rescuing people’s lives.

To cut a long story short, the conference was very productive to me and my friends as I learned
many things, although I was not present for the whole conference and I suggest that we could make

the time longer so that we can explore more for both sides;
.
LR S G
.r/"?‘\:“» g

R e
o« S




EHleEASHFEV 7L I gV

Lucky BARAHEBUZA
ENEE Y e

FLD 4 FiT1E Lucky BARAHEBUZA T, #A3/L U o & [E SR T 0 B2 50 TAEY
EHLE L, MY L RFEFRL TV D,

FAX8AB AL 15 HE TITONIEE 16 [EIARSFHICSIMT 200 L THH LA o7z,
ZOWHA L 2= BhHoTRETORRBIIZMTEETATLER, 2D EE2FHRT
EMTE, BMTELLAHAEFITIKAEL TV TEH LTV D,

L HE., A2 BIiX A AR OME 2229 (54 Y FEERZEH) 128X IITE, HoIcaz b
DHEFELHFIZL TV, FAZHbA T o ANTIEN < HX AL, L RELATHNT, Z0
HRZZORHEN ENTER LWV ONER LRI -T2, RATHEARANBLYD &
IZOWNWTEDEIITBEZTWT, 1994 FOY FIEIHT HEROH U EEHR LIz
DNTENTWNDLZ LIS Y LT,

KOAE, JHIZY = )P A RAERYTAEML, RERLVY VX OEEN 2 HEEIC
Bk Z R L CWe, HRANEZA VZ—Fy FMRMOIERIENG LY = /A FOZ &%
HORNZ LB, AENEEBRICEZ o720 MT, ZLomisBEonl, £
EFETENPNL TN &1, BARANICIIRFIZERICERZ T 2 DIXH L W=, A
PIBIMOEHRZ NS ODBATHIT e, LW OIDH, #EHITT I FEOTEWRE LR - T
WHTZOFITRD D Z L BEMICE A2, FARARROEOYREE Y 123> T\
ZENTIKIE LT,

P )Y A RAEY TABE, FRICEIEART—~ICE LTI LT —va v %
iTol, ZZTENT U HANZESTH—T V=T =L =TV =Y = RNENIZERY)
b DO, £ HARDAEERKRN, VT U XIZE1T % umuganura day (ZDOWTEAT, BA
WO AERAETERRZ FO, & Thledilzol,

2HACIEFAY ZHT, VI ZOREOMMITICH 5 Nyanza O EE &7 Lz, E#O
Sz, EENRBELATHT, FLEZLLZETHLZEIZENTW, £/, LY
U H DGR, ABRIVEEED N T X OPER OMBFE CERE T LR R LI &R 2 AT,
Z D%, Huye #7128 % PIASS ~&AT& | a2 KFIZHHRZD, ONVT o ZTOHFED
—DOTH D AL & PEEIZ OV T ORI 22T 7=,

HLORNBIMNTE L HRIIETEZADT) 2 HER, —FHIZRIE S0 i%%@ﬁ
Thole, 2HDOHIBL1IHART VBT = a I LDSMNTEdoTz, TTR, £C2

TIEHROT LT —ay OV FIIBITAREN) 7 ) —rTuv=r a5t
Bex g T —<ICBHTAZEEL LW LB T—varRNhbolz, LOLANTILLILRW
DIFEFS ASDN—=ATFT —=H T T4 X ThH D, TIBROIZHE DM O BIFRNEZ iR L
el S,

78



FIMZ & > TORESFHED I BIZI1E, Muhanga #1512 H 5 Mg ER N2 — 2 ik & 5.
WD o EPNE G D TIPS N T ED L I IZHEIREZE > TWDD0nEFAT,
ZO%, K= /%A Ry o _"—EWE L3R L, Y=/ A FEfFEILsEL oA
Z R o 72 RPF KPR, £ DMITEONTZHIEC A2 28095 L) ERAMEHERT L2 &
MWTEI,

EVWWREZE < BHATIIE, 2EHESIMNITER» S5O0, FASHEIFRLROfF
MIZE o TEL DI ELEFRTZARERR LD ThHoT, bo LMEIZOVWTHERLFRTZD
W2, BIHEHHERS TERIET LA,

79



A REVIEW OF THE 16TH CONFERENCE

By: Mugisha Alain Philemon

® Introduce yourself.

My name is Mugisha Alain Philemon. I am 23 years old and I am Rwandan. I am
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in Applied Statistics at University of Rwanda, Huye
Campus.

It has been one year since I joined JRYC and I have settled well.

® How was your experience during the conference?

This year’s conference was the first ever conference I attended as a JRYC member. It
was a bit strange to me! When we were making final preparations we used to talk about
how we wished the conference to be. Of course everyone else was referring to the past
conference(s) and saying what we have to improve, what we must ensure for the
conference to be successful. Me I had not any slightest idea. I only listened to what
others were saying.

I had an honor to participate in many projects of the conference, I led many, and I
assisted many. Every day that passed left a memory to me, either an experience or a
lesson.

I remember every time we visited a project site, how we were interested in knowing
more about it. We were much willing to learn. I should say it was like a study tour.
Remember how excited we were when we visited JICA-Rwanda office. Even people
there told us it had been a while since they had seen such a group of young people
willing to learn.

Also I recall moments when we were on buses back or to places, how we used to travel
singing famous artists’ songs. One time (in Musanze City, after visiting karisoke
research center) we were sitting in a restaurant and we started singing Japanese songs
(I don’t remember the names, but I guess they are of UB40). While singing I was looking
at everyone around. What a happy moment was that! I think this showed how much we
enjoyed what we were doing!

After all, I recall how we lived as a group! This is for me the greatest achievement of the
conference. Since day 1 to the last day, it was like we had been living together for 10
years or more. Everyone was able to talk to another freely. And when there was any
little problem we sat down, discussed the issue and looked for a solution together. There

are so many memories, These are the ones that came first on my mind.
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1 My Favorite Picture!

® What do you think of JRYC?

I believe JRYC is doing well. I believe the way we are looking to create a bond between
Rwandan and Japanese students is a better one, even though there is a certain level we
have not yet achieved. So we need to keep working hard, to keep pushing hard. WE
NEED TO KEEP BELIEVING IN OURSELVES!

Sometimes when a conference concludes most of us think it’s over. We stop acting, we
sleep; but we resume relations when a next conference approaches.

If T could I would suggest that both sides keep communicating each other. Whenever
you hold a meeting, just let us know how it went.

The same applies to Rwanda side. If we organize an event, we should let you know. We
should seek advice from you as much as we do between ourselves (Rwanda side) because

no matter in which country we are, we are one JRYC. Thank you!
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Japan-Rwanda Youth Cooperaion

16t JRYC CONFERENCE REVIEW

Daniel IGIRIMBABAZI
This year, Japan Rwanda Youth Cooperation held the 16th Conference in Rwanda, as part
of many activities undertaken annually by the Cooperation. The conference was held from
5" August to 15th August 2017.
This conference convened University students from Rwanda and Japan to enhance mutual
understanding between two countries through culture exchange and study tours.
During the Conference, we did several activities including visiting different places in Rwanda
as well as daily presentations from each side (Rwanda and Japan) to share ideas on our
past, present, and our vision towards our future.
Starting from the arrival day of JRYC Japan side, we were eagerly waiting for them at the
airport and | was looking forward to see them because | didn’t know any of them by then. By
the time they showed up we gave them a warm welcome and | noticed all of us were happy
and full of enthusiasm, we introduced ourselves to them and so did they as we took a group

photo, and it was fun

| personally didn’t manage to be with the group at every activity on the conference

schedule, but | managed to be with them at most of the activities such as the School visit
project where | was a leader and we visited UMUCO MWIZA SCHOOL, a local primary
school where we were amazed by the way the school director and staff welcomed us and

showed us around explaining how they carry out the daily activities of the school, the
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director could speak fluently Japanese language so it was fun for Japanese students to ask
questions and interact with her.

| also managed to be with the group when we visited blood drone delivery project ZIPLINE,
we were warmly welcomed by one of the project staff member who showed us around as he
demonstrated clearly how they operate drones to transport blood to emergencies and
answered to our questions to make us fully understand all about that very crucial project, we
really liked it. In the afternoon of the same day, we paid a visit to the Rwandan parliament
headquarters where we visited specifically the national museum located there which holds
the history of how Rwandan current ruling party RPF liberated the country from the bad
politicians who were ruling the country in chaos and discrimination, the party won the battle
and stared rebuilding the country with Reconciliation, Peace and Development which we
currently enjoy, that day was remarkably well spent.

Another important event | participated in was the JRYC COMMUNITY EXCHANGE, an
event where we invited some of the guests of honor such as the ambassador of Japan in
Rwanda TAKAYUKI MIYASHITA, Dr. Charles MULIGANDE former ambassador of Rwanda
in Japan, JICA Rwanda representatives, and friends of JRYC to reflect on culture, education
and other aspects which matter to foster the relationship between Rwanda and Japan
through JRYC. We performed different traditional dances of both countries as the Japanese
took time to learn and perform Rwandan traditional dances and we Rwandan members
learnt and performed Japanese traditional dances which were fun. There was a panel
discussion where Dr. MULIGANDE shared with us some motivational skills to help us as
youth to be future good leaders and in event concluding remarks MIYASHITA congratulated
JRYC for successfully planning the event and promised us to offer the necessary help for
future activities.

There used to be the presentations in the afternoons by either Rwandan or Japanese
members on different chosen topics which were very interesting. | was pleased to share with
the group my presentation about KIGALI CAR FREE DAY, and | liked all of the other
presentations that were shared. Among the presentations from the Japanese side | learnt
that Japanese like taking public baths, being kind, hardworking, not very social, etc. It was
really unforgettable moment to hear many stories about Japan, eat together, have fun, most
of all | made friends such as KAZUKI who came with me for homestay and my family liked
him very much, everybody was so cool and easy going with a friendly attitude which made
me quickly adapt to talking to them and they taught me some of the Japanese words such
as ARIGATO. | really appreciated all of the JRYC Japan side members; Kazu, Rey, Tamazi,

Yumeko, Lizzy, Megumi, Michiru, and Abe, you guys made the conference worthy.
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On departure day, we still wanted them to stay with us but they had to go back to Japan. We

exchanged the gifts and said goodbye as we waited outside the airport until they took their
flight. Hopefully we will see you again guys.

Finally, 1 would like to emphasize that we should put in our efforts to keep up this JRYC
initiative and keep it up.

Thanks
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