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2.ATOMIC BOMBINGS

Atomic bomb. ower Hiroshima (left) and
Nagasaki right)
In August 1945, during the inal stage of the

Kilied st least 129,000 people.

» Martial Arts
» In Rwanda when you say sport in japan most people understand well
because they like judo and karate.

I judo, which Iterally meaas "the gentle way.” the heyto
vercoming an opponent fes n taking acvantage of their
strength
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REPORT ABOUT HIROSHIMA PROJECT DURING
13TH CONFERENCE IN JAPAN

Kayange Alice

1. INTRODUCTION

My name is Kayange Alice. I'm a university student in Rwanda and also a member
of JRYC. Last month in August we were in Hiroshima one of the prefectures of
Japan. That was a great opportunity for us as we earned more experience or
knowledge on different issues. We have been to different places there in Hiroshima
such as Hiroshima peace memorial site which I can say that it's an expression of
Japan's desire and genuine for everlasting peace. We have also visited the
elementary school which nowadays has been transformed into a memorial site. A
part from those two places we've visited also the center of Japanese marine self
defense and gone to visit the school that trains future marine.

2. MORAL LESSONS

*About Hiroshima peace memorial site,

@®There's maintainance of history: in this site I realized how history is
kept through various means like audios, videos and messages written on
walls. And this is really a good way to prevent the coming generations
from committing the same mistakes that was committed in the past
cause all you see in that place, I mean the memorial site can make you
understand deeply how a bad action done by one person or a group of
people can destroy the lives of innocent people who are guilty of
thing.

Vil AN 4% SAL- .
@®Another point is about the statue on the entrance of the museum: This
a sign that even though the one who have been a source of that atomic
bombing didn't think about the value of the people who lived there.
After all that there are other people who thought about doing something
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that can be a sign of reassigning value to those victims.

*Elementary school

The fact that this school hasn't been rebuild make you feel how painful it really was,
reading different testimonies from the survivors who were there right at moment
the A-bombing took place. I remember a testimony that I read there of one young
boy who was in the team of football I think and during the A-tombing he was still
wearing his shoes while others were outside, he said that the fact of him being lazy
saved him. For me before i couldn't imagine that there are survivors of that A-
Bomblng but after that visiting i could see thlngs in a different way.

= . #I*Apart from that we had also a talk with
a survwor(MRS Kouno) an old women who was a teenager in that time of Atomic
bombing and I can I say that this talk was very educative as there's a say in
Kinyarwanda that states" A died old man is like a house that is burnt" this is to mean
that old people have much knowledge. And from MRs Kouno I got something useful
that she told us, one of us asked her how she considers America nowadays and she
responds that the bad thing is not America or any other person, the bad thing is war!
I found this expression as a sign of forgiveness instead of revenge or hate.

*About Japan self defense force

After the Atomic bombing, Japan decided never to return in war and not to have an
army but they introduced A japan self defense force that protect the security of the
country. During our stay in Hiroshima we've also visited the center of that self
defense force where we saw how the naval defense were practiced long ago how
they used to attire the fire so that it can work as a battery of the boat and different
history of the army. After visiting the center of JMSD we went to visit the school of
JMSD which trains future marines who want to enter the JMSD and there's
something that surprised me they showed us a house that the trainees live in, that
house doesn't have doors so that they learn how to always be read to defend
themselves in the case they are attacked by enemies.

3. CONCLUSTION
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In brief I can say that the stay in Hiroshima was very educative and awesome as
well as other projects because I've really gained more experience from it.
THANK YOU!
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Thirteen conferences in Japan.

MUGEME Emmanuel

In this conference, we had a number of projects to undertake which included the
following:

Tokyo Prefecture

Hiroshima Prefecture

Okayama
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Tokyo Prefecture
We visited Hiroshima Prefecture, Okayama Prefecture, and Tokyo Prefecture.

In Hiroshima Prefecture, “safety of the sea “and “Inheritance of negative legacies”.
In “safety of the sea”, we went to the first Marine Self Defense Force technical
school and learn about thorough history and reports of the old navy. And we were
so surprised to know and see the mighty strength and weapons of Japanese navy at
the time, however, more importantly we understood how japan has managed to
rebuild its peace and secure legacy thereafter.

In “Inheritance of negative legacies”

we also went to Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum and talked to people who
received suffering (hibakusha) at the time and have been part of current status quo
of japan after 70 years since end of World War 1I, This project had biggest impact on
me and the fellow Rwandans, with teas in our eyes, we couldn’t stand hearing
hibakusha speaking, and it felt like we were at the scene. This installed the spirit of
advocacy against nuclear atomic bomb and the usage of weapon of mass distraction.
As I write this report, it is worth mentioning that based this project; cultivated in me
a need to be part of peace activist not only in Rwanda but also in whole world.

Members of JRYC ,,HIROSHIMA land of peace*

In Tokyo, Okayama prefecture, we studied about “Harmful Influences of
Development and Ways of Living/ Lifestyle. Since end of world war I Japan has
developed economically and Japanese have made a fortune, .But come to know that
Japanese do suffer from mental diseases such as karawoshi which culminate some
overworking employees to commit train led suicide. We mentioned a number of
proposed remedies to alleviate such a tragedy.

Such as government intervention and company law amendment in mutual favor of
both employees and employers etc.

On this project, it is important to acknowledge that the presentation from Mrs Aiko
Umehara the senior manager in public relation Department at Pasona Group Inc.
And her take on amalgam of issues to do with labour and robot technology was of a
tremendous concern and education to me and the group of JRYC as whole.

While at Pasona Group Inc.

In Okayama, we went to Maniwa City which try to make its own energy and have
rich nature and green nature. In Maniwa City, we talked to citizen in Maniwa City
and stayed with local people's house. In this way, we sow and compared living
styles in the city and in the local area from which we developed our mutual
understanding of both countries Rwanda and Japan. We discussed thing to do with
capitalism vs. socialism and visited wood processing industry.

While in Maniwa city.

Sit seeing of wood processing industry in Maniwa city.

Question and answer (Q&A) SESSION

Some interviewers asked me a number of questions of which I would like to share
you.

1) What was the most interesting thing you saw in Japan?

Is the mighty technology of japan?/p ss
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2) What did you learn from Japan?
3) What are your take on coming to Japan? etc.

Conclusion and recommendation.

To the best of my understanding the following were the main objectives of the 13th
conference and have been achieved to level we never expected 100% but more
importantly continued support of all sorts to the long lasting Japan Rwanda youth
cooperation is highly recommended because, the sustainability of socio-economic
and political mighty strength of Japan and overwhelming thirsty of growth and
development of Rwanda are bold mark of my recommendation as a global citizen
but also the 13th conference representative on Rwandan side.

Purposes

1 By introducing each society and culture, we will deepen the understandings of
both countries. At the same time, this means that we, Rwandan Students and
Japanese students, will re-recognize our own countries and make our
understandings about our own country much deeper.

2 Through staying together for about 20 days, we will cultivate our friendship, and
build a reliable, honest, and cooperative relationship between Rwandan students
and Japanese students. Furthermore we will make this the first step for the further
mutual understanding.

3 Through thinking deeply about each country’s problem embedding in each
society, we will put seeds for increasing the number of people who can think of
others (empathize others), take actions, and take responsibility of those actions.

4 By working in the conferences and staying together with each student who has
different cultural and historical background and perspective, we will gain the open
minds to understand and respect other cultures.

5 By holding events for Japanese people and high school students, it can be
achieved to foster the mutual understandings about Rwanda among a variety of
Japanese people.

6 By making the official documents and the documentary videos, and by holding
events to let people know what we did after all of our projects finish, we will inspire
more and more Japanese people to understand Rwanda. Plus, JRYC Rwandan
members also do the same things in Rwanda (Publishing documents, making
documentary videos, and holding events to let people know what we did in this 13th
conference) to inspire many people in Rwanda to understand Japan.

And finally, the under signed MUGEMA Emmanuel the representative of 13th
conference on Rwandan side do hereby witness that all above pre-conference
objectives have been achieved and I submit this report as summarized copy of
JRYC 13th activities for both reading, Clues-fetching and JRYC-archive purposes.

o 13 AR =ak
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MUGEME Emmanuel (R : tlliy  #)
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JRYC 13TH CONFERENCE REFLECTION ON ALL PROJECTS
FIACRE RUTAMU
My name is FIACRE RUTAMU ,a student at university of Rwanda and member of
Japan Rwanda youth cooperation.last month I participated in 13th conference of
JRYC which was held in japan from 31st July to 21st august 2015.
First of all I want to thank JRYC Japanese members for preparing a good
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conference, it was really well organized from the beginning to the end. I learned a
lot from that conference and it is a good experience to me, I will always have good
memories from japan.

During 13thconference we had four projects: Osaka project, Hiroshima project,
Okayama project and Tokyo project.all the four projects were interesting and
educative.

Starting on the Osaka project, the most interesting thing was how we tried to cook
Rwandan food it was the first time for me to cook but I tried we cooked matoke
(bananas) and mushikake(a kind of barbecue)but it was in rwadan style.after that
we had a chance to tell Japanese more about Rwanda and some -cultural
exchange.after that we had a sightseeing like Osaka castle and the night view.

The second project was Hiroshima which was the biggest project for me because it
was where we had many interesting events like the visits to Itsukushima
shrine,yamato museum,Hiroshima memorial museum and park, Japanese military
self-defence force,etc..but the most interesting part in Hiroshima for me was the
ceremony of 70thanniversary of atomic bombing.

IN Rwanda and in many parts of the world when you say Hiroshima people
understand the atomic bombing because everyone knows the history of the two
world wars.to me and other Rwandans understand well what happened in
Hiroshima seventy years ago because we also had Genocide and the history and the
consequences are almost the same.

Speaking on the ceremony, it was a great opportunity and honor to attend it because
I came to understand well what happened and the meaning of peace hence its
importance in the whole world. I also had a chance to see the UN secretary general,
ban ki-moon,the Japanese prime minister and leaders from all over the world. The
Hiroshima project was really big and interesting but the ceremony was the most
part that I liked in Hiroshima.

The next project was in Okayama prefecture which is in the east of japan.in that
project we had many events like the visit to Maniwa city which is the countryside,
the visit to Meiken which is a factory that produce woods which give biogas to the
population of Maniwa city. We also went Maniwa city hall to get more details about
that city, and there we had a privilege to have a lunch with the mayor of Maniwa
city, and finally we went to see the Satoyama capitalism of Mr. Akagi who also
produces woods from timber.

Okayama project was also big but I was excited to see how people from the
countryside live, which is totally different from people who live in the big cities like
Osaka and Tokyo .the most interesting thing that I saw in that project, was how the
people from Maniwa city welcomed us. They are really good people with a big heart,
they cared a lot about us and we had a dinner with them, we really felt like home! I
will never forget that night.

The last project was in Tokyo. I really wanted to go to Tokyo as one of the biggest
city in the world and everything was new to me compared to other prefectures, like
tall buildings, and I was surprised by how the city is very crowded especially in the
train stations.

In Tokyo project we had a visit to one of the biggest company in japan called
PASONA which offers services like training to workers and services related to
human resources. From there we had a chance to talk with one of the senior
managers who explained us how the company is working. But before visiting
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pasona we had presentation with people from a NPO who told us about the problem
of over work(KAROSHI)which is a big problem in Japan especially in TOKYO which
results into suicide, depression and other bad working conditions but workers from
pasona work in good conditions.

In that project I learned the difference between living in big cities and living in
countryside like Maniwa, it is totally different. People from Tokyo are always busy
with work, there is no time to rest but people from countryside sometimes have
time to rest and get together.in Tokyo we also had many presentations from
different JRYC members on both sides, JAPAN and RWANDA.I learned a lot from
those presentations, they were very interesting and educative as I got to know many
new things I did not before.

IN conclusion, I think coming to japan is a big opportunity to many Rwandans
because we learn many things as JAPAN is a developed country ,therefore we learn
how we can develop also our country. ARIGATO GOZAIMASU!!!
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My great experience in Japan during the JRYC’s 13t
conference
Nadine KARINGANIRE

My name is Nadine KARINGANIRE, a Rwandan University student and member of
Japan Rwanda Youth Cooperation. Last summer | was lucky enough to participate in
the 13™ conference of JRYC which was held in Japan from 31% July to 21 August 2015.
During our stay in japan, we covered four projects namely Osaka, Okayama, Hiroshima,
and Tokyo. I’'m going to talk about all the four just in few words so as for you to know
much better what our activities are.

The main philosophy of JRYC is “mutual understanding” between both countries,
which is done through cultural exchange, students discussions, study tours and each of
these is as important as the other.

In Osaka, we had a cultural event in which Japanese students experienced Rwandan
cooking and it was as fun as it could be. I think this event was very important because
Japanese students had the chance to learn and taste Rwandan cuisine (part of culture).
So as to better understand why people behave like they do, you must know their culture.
Spending time with Japanese students while cooking was the best opportunity for all of
us to know and better understand our different cultures.

In Hiroshima, we visited many historical places like Itsukushima shrine, Yamato
museum, Japan Maritime Self Defense Force, the peace memorial park, and the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial museum. Visiting all these places was important because at
Itsukushima shrine | got the chance to see with my eyes one of the world’s heritage, and
in Yamato Museum which was actually named after the Yamato battleship served
during WW2. The museum is located in Kure, which was at that time a shipbuilding
port. | learned also about the Kure shipbuilding technology and the history of the
Yamato ship. We visited also the JMSDF where we learned about the “safety of the sea”
and discussed about security issues of both Rwanda and Japan.

On 6™ August | got the opportunity to attend the Hiroshima Peace Memorial

132



Ceremony and participated in the protesting against the world of nuclear bomb. After
the event, we visited an elementary school in which | could see some of the atomic
bomb victim’s messages written on the wall, and we visited as well the Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Museum where | got the whole image of what happened when the
atomic bomb was thrown on Hiroshima. | saw photographs of victims, read their
messages and | could feel what they went through. We had the chance to hear the voice
of one of the victims of atomic bomb, Ms. Kouno, who decided to contribute to peace
building through telling young people what she saw.

Listening to Ms. Kouno’s testimony was very important because it helped me
understand much better and picture what really happened. Her voice brought together
all images and messages | had read and made me realize all bad effects of atomic bomb.

Hiroshima project was the most interesting for me because | learned about how
Hiroshima was completely destroyed after the bombing, and only after 10 years it was
gradually recovered. This inspired me a lot as Rwandan, because our country also was
once completely destroyed and we have recovered as well. | felt the responsibility also
of supporting the nuclear free world policy.

In Okayama prefecture, we had wonderful times with people of Maniwa city and
enjoyed staying with them, we visited the “Meiken industrial company” which is a
factory doing wood biomass. Their work consists of balancing the nature and how
people make use of it. Maniwa city is a beautiful green place because they keep their
environment safe. We learned how the Meiken factory produces electricity and
structural timber and it was quite interesting because it is something Rwandan can learn
from them. After the factory, we studied about “small satoyama capitalism” done by Mr.
Akagi, which consist of having the spirit of looking for a sustainable life more than the
spirit of looking for more money. For a developed country like Japan, the satoyama
capitalism is a good way of living a better life but for Rwanda, I don’t think so.

In Tokyo, we learned about “negative points caused by development”. This project
was also very interesting because we discussed about labour issues mainly in tokyo
where people are dying due to over-work (karoshi). It was so sad realizing the
perspective of Japan that prior the economic growth more than the human good life.
Japan is a developed country, which means that Japanese should be living the best life
ever; but it’s not the case because people are committing suicides due to over-work.

In summary, I was quite impressed by the Japanese hospitality “Omotenashi”, how
Japanese people are very kind and welcoming. That was my experience in japan which |
hope to be useful to me in my future life.
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